Surgeon to Leith Hospital M. R., set. twenty. His mother informs me that he was a first child, born after a tedious labour, in which, however, forceps were not employed. He was a quiet baby, and until he was six months old he would laugh to no one except his
father.
Both his father and his mother independently say that at the age of eighteen months, when he was looking out of the window at objects passing in the street, he invariably turned his eyes to the left, although the objects were coming straight in front of him. Nystagmus was noticed by a medical man at the age of three.
His mother noticed that his head was larger than that of children of a corresponding age, and that the right side was larger and more prominent than the left With these exceptions, nothing' particular was noticed during his early boyhood or school-days. He was a scholar of more than average ability and intelligence ; and about the age of sixteen was employed as a clerk, and did his work so well that he was entrusted with the collection of considerable sums of money.
At the end of 1888 he complained of defective vision, and was found to be suffering from myopic astigmatism, and ordered glasses. In April 1894 he had his first fit, of a severe epileptiform character, which lasted half an hour, and in which he bit his tongue. From this time he had usually seven or eight in a week ; in one week he had eighteen, some of them being more of a cataleptic nature. One, which I witnessed, lasted about an hour and a half, and while in it his limbs could be placed in all sorts of curious positions, and these positions were rigidly maintained.
At first the fits seemed to be more frequent during the night, and he could tell that he had had one by his bitten tongue and the involuntary evacuations. He was always exhausted after them : had no aura, unless it were that sometimes he felt a slight pain in the left elbow, and at other times had a feeling of giddiness in which the room seemed to turn from right to left. After the fit he had always severe pain in the head, referred every time to that part of the scalp where the hair naturally forms a whorl. His mental condition became one of great irritability, and in coming out of the fits he had sometimes impulses to violence ; at times was homicidal, and once or twice spoke as if he had had suicidal impulses. 
